
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

 National Real 
Tree Survey 

& 
Safety Tips 
During Har-
vest Season 

Fraser fir 
Storage & 
Loading Tips 
Safety cont.. 

Grant  
Opportunities 

 
Trees for 
Troops 

538 Scotts Creek Road, Suite 205 

Sylva, N.C.  28779 

828-586-4009 

http://jackson.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

NC STATE UNIVERSITY 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service 

4 

3 

2 

N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r-
D
e
c
e
m
b
e
r 
2
0
1
6
 

 
 

It is recommended that all Fraser fir in western N.C. be treated in the fall 
for Cinara aphids as a preventative treatment. Cinara aphids reproduce 
by having live young. Therefore even a few individual aphids at harvest 
may multiply rapidly in the home, causing a problem for the consumer. 
As the weather gets colder in the fall, many Cinara aphid colonies move 
lower into the tree, feeding on bottom branches where it is difficult to 
find them. 
 
An important question is how early in the summer can you treat for   
Cinara aphids and get control. Most materials applied before August will not last long 
enough to control Cinara aphids. Treatments made in September and October should be 
sufficient to keep Cinara numbers from building back up unless there is a heavily in-
fested block of trees close to the treated field. 
 
Chemical Control of Aphids 
Aphids can be controlled in Christmas trees with any application method. However, cov-
erage is still important. If using an air-blast mistblower, do not try to treat too many rows 
at one time. Cinara aphids especially can be lower in the tree and difficult to reach. 
 
Treating in the fall (August until harvest), provides the best control of Cinara aphids and 
usually provides adequate control of twig aphids the following year. Coverage will deter-
mine how effective BTA control will be. Be sure to scout the following spring to make sure 
twig aphids are controlled. Treating in the fall has the least impact on mite build-up the 
following year. Be sure to scout for mites prior to treating to know if they need to also be 
controlled in harvested trees. To have the least impact on the parasitic wasp that controls 
EHS, make applications in mid to late October. 

 
 



 

 National Christmas Tree Survey 

Each year, the National Christmas Tree Association contracts with Harris Interactive, nationally recog-
nized market research firm, to conduct the annual consumer tracking poll. To give an accurate measure-
ment of consumer trends, the poll asks the same core questions, uses the same methodology and is con-
ducted at the same time each year.  
 
Real Market Value 2015 
Tree Type Mean Dollars Spent Number Purchased Retail Value ($) 
Real Trees  $50.82  25.9 million  $1.32 billion 
Fake trees  $69.38  12.5 million  $854 million 
 
Real Tree Type Purchases in 2014 
Pre-Cut  76%  Cut My Own 24% 
 
Christmas Tree Purchase Figures Since 2006 (in millions) 
  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011  2012    2013 2014 2015 
Real  28.6 31.3 28.2 28.2 27.0 30.8 24.5    33.02 26.3 25.9 
Fake  9.3 17.4 11.7 11.7 8.2 9.5 10.9    14.7 13.9 12.5 
 
Location of Real Tree Purchases 
Location   2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011   2012 2013 2014 2015 
Choose & Harvest Farm 29% 21% 31% 32% 33% 31% 24% 27% 26% 32% 
Nursery & Garden Center 15% 20% 11% 10% 12% 15% 11% 8% 13% 10% 
Chain Stores   19% 23% 24% 20% 21% 16% 24% 33% 28% 26% 
Retail Lots   25% 12% 7% 17% 13% 14% 15% 22% 19% 10% 
Non Profit Groups  9% 9% 18% 13% 9% 13% 15% 6% 9% 12% 
Other    9%% 15% 9% 8% 12% 11% 11% 4% 5% 10% 
 
Source Consumer Surveys commissioned by NCCTA.  Data can be found at 
http://christmastree.org/dnn/News-Media/Industry-Statistics/Consumer-Survey 

 
 

 
PPE to use with chain saws. While chain saw accidents may be very infrequent in Christ-
mas tree harvesting, proper PPE can make the difference between close-calls and serious in-
juries. Those employees who operate chain saws or lift tree branches for chain saw operators 
should wear the following additional protective equipment: chainsaw chaps or protective 
pants, hearing protection (ear muffs or plugs with a NRR rating of at least 22), eye protection 
(goggles or mesh screens), cut-resistant and vibration-absorbing gloves, and cut-resistant 
boots (ballistic nylon or leather). Hard hats are considered to be optional for Christmas tree 
harvest. Do not ignore the risk of chronic health problems including hearing loss and hand 
numbness resulting from chain saw operation.  
 
Baling - When preparing trees for transport, a baler is usu-
ally used. It is important to know how to properly operate 
the machine. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for set 
up and usage. If the baler gets clogged with a tree, shut off 
the power to the baler before trying to release the clog.  
When the baler is unclogged, power can be restored and 
work continued. Use care not to catch the twine of baled 
trees on buttons. Wear gloves of the proper size. They tend 
to get caught on baler cable and baler twine when handling 
trees.  
 
General Harvesting Clothing & Gear. While employees must be responsible for their own clothing, 
work conditions should be clearly explained upon hiring. Harvest workers should wear layers of sturdy 
warm clothing without holes or tears that might catch equipment.  Continued on pg 3. 
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Fraser fir Storage and Loading Yard Tips 

The following are tips put together by Jeff Owen and Jerry Moody as we are experiencing a very warm and dry 
harvest.  This is a cause for concern both for growers who are already in the middle of harvest and those who are 
about to begin.  
 
1. Minimize exposure of cut and especially baled trees to sun and wind. 
2. Keep trees shaded as much as possible! 
3. It is better to irrigate the ground than the trees but.......irrigate. 
4. Use finer water droplets to reduce heat. 
5. If your interior dead needles have not dropped be careful of the amount of water that you apply. 
 
Adjust your harvest practices to reduce exposure to sun and wind. Dry trees will be very susceptible to sun scald 
and string burn. Cut trees can lose half their water in a few hours on a hot sunny day. Keep your cutting crew 
and baling crew close together. Reduce the time trees lay exposed, especially after being baled. 
 
Any shade is better than none.  If you have natural shade under hemlocks or pines that would be best sce-
nario.  If you are using over head shade keep a buffer or gap of air (2 feet or so) above the tops of the trees and 
the actual cloth.  Store the trees standing up and you will get a chimney effect that dissipates the heat better 
than if the trees were stacked like cordwood. 
 
If you are irrigating it is best to get the ground wet and not saturate the trees.  From last year's  observations, we 
know that if interior yellow needles that normally drop are held inside baled trees, they seem to contribute to 
mold issues in wet trees.  So by irrigating trees that retain lots of interior needles, you might create a similar 
situation that we observed last year with wet moldy trees.  The hottest part of the day is 1-4 pm so concentrate 
any irrigation during that time to reduce heat. If you can use mister heads which produce finer droplets of water 
instead of normal sprinklers, you will get more evaporative cooling and less soaking. However, any irrigation is 
better than none. 
 
We have experienced hot, dry harvests before but the extent of this season may be unprecedented. With little 
rain in the forecast, we don't know how much additional stress our trees will have to weather when they leave 
our hands. The better job of caring for your trees that you do on you farm, the better chance there is that trees 
will hold up on the retail lot and in a customer's home. 

 

We ship a living fresh product. Adequate water content in the tree insures that it will still take up water and be 
safe in somebody's home. The irony is that stressed live trees can lose needles but dead dry trees no longer drop 
them. For both fire safety and freshness, we need to maintain water content and minimize stress. "We" being 
growers and retailers and even consumers. 
 
Also if anything unusual is happening to trees on your loading yard give us a call. We might be able to help you 
address harvest issues that occur. This will be a learning experience for everyone this year.  
 
Safety Tips During Harvest Season continued.. 
They should wear shoes or boots that are comfortable to stand and walk in for 
extended periods of time that are supportive enough for rough terrain. The 
soles should have adequate traction. Steel toes may not be needed for all ac-
tivities, but should be considered when working around heavy equipment and 
objects.  Good ankle support and cushioning will maximize comfort and mini-
mize problems from ankle twisting, sprains and strains. Gloves should not be 
loose and should be slip-resistant when tools and equipment are involved. Cot-
ton or cotton-blends are best. Vibration-absorbing gloves can counteract the 
harmful effects of extended use of vibrating tools, such as chainsaws. 
 

References 
https://extension.umaine.edu/publications/2333e 
https://christmastrees.ces.ncsu.edu/christmastrees-christmas-tree-farm-safety 
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/working-safely-ergonomic-issues-in-christmas-tree-harvest 
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The N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission has funded for 2017 WNC AG Options to award area farmers a 
new round of $3,000 and $6,000 grants.  Applications are now available at www.wncagoptions.org or at 
county Cooperative Extension Centers. The postmark deadline for applications is November 14th.  If you 
desire to apply or would like more information about this process, contact Christy Bredenkamp at 586-
4009 or 488-3848, or visit www.wncagoptions.org to download an application. 
 
 
 
 
Each year, families of soldiers have enjoyed live Christmas trees in their homes thanks to programs pro-

viding free trees from N.C. tree farms.  This year we are looking for growers and con-
sumers who are willing to donate quality Christmas trees (5, 6 & 7’s) and or monies to-
ward this effort. 
 
The drop-off site for counties west and including Jackson County will be in the Big 
Ridge area (Fowler Rd.)  off of Hwy 107 between the Sylva and the Cashiers area. Christ-
mas Tree grower Scotty Pressley will drive the trees to the Linville Nursery where they 
will be reloaded and delivered by FedEx to varying military bases in the South East.  For 
more information about this great opportunity contact Christy Bredenkamp at 828 586 
4009. 

Jackson County Center 
538 Scotts Creek Road, Suite 205 
Sylva, NC  28779 

NC STATE UNIVERSITY 

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!    
Christy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension Agent    

AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture----HorticultureHorticultureHorticultureHorticulture    
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