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Cattle

Stockpiling Pasture for Winter Grazing with Electric Fencing
Now is the time to decide to wait for a
possible third cutting or plan for “Winter
Grazing” if you have the resources such as
fencing, water and pasture to graze.
This may be the year to start “Stockpiling”
your fall grass growth to help you save on
winter feed costs and labor. Now is the time
to begin. Analyze your pastures to determine
which are candidates for stockpiling. If you
haven’t already taken soil samples, take
Stockpiling Pasture for Winter Strip Grazing
them now and get them sent off as soon as
possible.
The
following
information will help you set up a
JACKSON, MACON & SWAIN (JMS)
stockpiling program on your farm for this winter’s forage.
CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
Stockpiling Principles Characteristics
Tall fescue is a cool season perennial grass that can be managed
to provide significant grazing during winter months when other
forages is in short supply. Fescue is in semi-dormant condition
during much of the summer (June- August). In late August it begins
to respond to decreasing day length and temperature by
increasing its growth rate. The clear, cool days of autumn stimulate
the plant to manufacture and store carbohydrates for the winter
period.

JMS Mission is dedicated to the Cattle
Industry. If you have one head, 100 head
or just an interest in cattle this is the
Association for you! Join the cattle
community in better herd and pasture
management.
(JMS) Cattlemen's Association Meetings
September 12
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Macon County Fairgrounds

The primary fall growth phases occurs from September through
November. Grass produced during these months is some of the
best of the year due to its high carbohydrate concentration. If
proper management is followed 2,000, to 3,500 pounds of dry
matter per acre may be accumulated by mid November.

October 10
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Jackson County Extension

Stockpiling Defined
Stockpiling refers to management that defers the grazing of forage

November 14
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Macon County Fairgrounds

....continued on page 4
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Community Development

Qualla-T Customer Service and Hospitality
Qualla – T Customer Service
and Hospitality Training

Come refresh yourself in basic customer service skills such as speaking and
listening skills; handling complaints; stress management; managing difficult
people and body language. How to take care of customers and co-workers is
the theme of this training.

September 14
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Swain County Extension

Code of the West

60 Almond School Rd, Bryson City

Dinner will be served
Cowboy Ethics Seminar – Taking responsibility for self,
so you can take care of others is the right thing to do.
Citizens who come together often have more success than
those who go it alone. Cowboy Ethics is also about "Work Ethic."
-

Do What has to be Done
Take Pride in Your Work
Always Finish what you Start
Accept Responsibility for your Life"

October 17
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Swain County Extension

60 Almond School Rd, Bryson City

Conservation

Leopold Education Project (LEP) and Conservation Christmas Tree

Conservation Stewardship starts with you. Plant a tree and teach others how to develop a Land Ethic.
LEOPOLD EDUCATION PROJECT
Environmental education training just in time for a spring nature study with your students.
Learn how to connect your students to the outdoors and nature through
the Aldo Leopold Land Ethics curriculum.

Leopold Education Project (LEP) Educators Workshop
October 6
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Jackson County Cooperative Extension

Register by
September 22

538 Scotts Creek Rd, Sylva

CONSERVATION CHRISTMAS TREE SEEDLING GiVE-AWAY
In honor of Veteran's Day - plant a tree as a memorial to a veteran. Once the tree is big you
can decorate with lights to have an outdoor living Christmas Tree so you can share the season
spirit with your neighbors.

FREE Norway Spruce Seedling Give-Away
November 11
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Veteran's Park, Bryson City

Fall 2017

November 11
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Jackson Farmer's Market
The Community Table, Sylva
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Conditioning
Ski Walking Class

Volksmarch for Veterans
November 10
10:00 AM - Noon
Veteran's Park

September 11 - October 30
(Every Monday)
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Oconaluftee River Trail
Cherokee, NC

Downtown Bryson City

November 10
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Mark Watson Park

(Trailhead in parking lot before entering National Park)

Skiwalking Poles provided. Please call the Swain County
Extension for registration and specifics of class 488-3848.

Sylva, NC

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF SKI WALKING?
k Increased circulation
k Increased upper body strength and endurance
k Increased heart and lung capacity
k Increased Heart Rate without increased perceived exertion
k 20% higher metabolic rate which equals 400kcal/hour versus 280kcal/hour for walking
k 30% decreased stress on weight bearing joints
k Better support and balance on slippery surfaces and rough terrain

Stockpiling Pasture for Winter Grazing with Electric Fencing
produced during August through November until
later, November through February (when grazing is
scarce). Depending on the class of animal and the
amount of grass stockpiled, part or all of the
nutritional requirements of grazing animals can be
satisfied. How long the accumulated grass will last
depends on how the grass is allocated to the animal
group.
How to Graze
Use electric fence with a strip grazing technique to
ration the grass to the animals. If a daily feed
allocation is offered by allowing animals to line-up
along a temporary polywire fence, 70 to 80%
utilization of the forage can be achieved. This is true
because very little of the fresh pasture becomes
fouled utilization of the forage can be achieved. This
is true because very little of the fresh pasture
becomes fouled with manure and urine before the
cattle attempt to graze it. Furthermore, since the
growth rate of fescue is very low from late (about 5
lbs./A/day) November until late February, you don’t
have to worry about regrowth or ‘back fencing’ cattle
off the pasture area just grazed. Simply move the
Page
3 This is also helpful in providing access
fence
forward.
to water.
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Stockpiling Steps
A few simple assumptions and a little trial and error can
get you started. Select the area to be used for stockpiling
well before the beginning of the accumulation period.
Stage-back the pasture(s) to mid-August to early
September by removing any excess growth above 3 inches
that accumulated over the summer by grazing or mowing
for hay.
After stage-back, top-dress 50 to 80 pounds of nitrogen
per acre on the pasture and close it to grazing. Pastures
will accumulate growth at the rate of about 15 to 35
pounds of dry matter per acre per day during the
accumulation period (Aug.-Dec.).
Graze all other pasture on the farm (especially
warm-season grasses) before beginning to graze the
stockpiled growth. About ½ acre of stockpiled grass per
animal unit will provide about 60 to 90 days of grazing.
Use electric fence to strictly allocate pasture feed
according to predetermined nutritional requirements.
Jackson and Swain County Extension has temporary
electric fencing to rent, so please contact County
Extension Director, Robert J. Hawk 586-4009 or
488-3838 for more information.

4-CMcDowell
Newsletter
Article material from Jackson and
Cooperative Extension.
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"There are two spiritual
dangers in not owning a
farm.
One is the danger that
breakfast come from
the grocery, and the
other that heat comes
from the furnace."
- Aldo Leopold

Be sure to LIKE Cooperative Extension on Facebook and
SHARE us with your friends!!
www.facebook.com/SwainCountyCooperativeExtension
www.facebook.com/JacksonCountyCooperativeExtension

inform the public about programs
that enhance the community with
livestock agriculture, community
and economic development such as
customer service, conservation
stewardship and a more healthy
lifestyle with personal conditioning.

Robert J. Hawk
Extension Director
robert_hawk@ncsu.edu
-------------------------------------Swain Cooperative Extension
60 Almond School Road
Bryson City, NC 28713
(828) 488-3848
swain.ces.ncsu.edu
Jackson Cooperative Extension
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